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PRESS RELEASE

BRILLIANTLY BIRMINGHAM 2008

ALL THAT GLITTERS THIS CHRISTMAS

Brilliantly Birmingham, a unique celebration of Birmingham’s long standing reputation for jewellery design and production, returns for the ninth year showcasing an array of innovative work by a handpicked selection of new and emerging designer makers. From November 28th until December 21st 2008, the best new contemporary jewellery will be exhibited across Birmingham and the West Midlands in a variety of venues offering the public an opportunity to buy innovative and affordable gifts directly from the designers during the Christmas season.
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FLUX, the Brilliantly Birmingham curated exhibition now in its third year will exhibit a selection of the best new and emerging contemporary designer makers from the UK and around the globe. The hunt is on to find up to 30 designer makers who will secure the opportunity to exhibit amongst the cream of new and emerging talent in the jewellery world. Competition is fierce with over 100 designer makers vying for up to 30 places. Last year’s showcase saw exhibitors from destinations as far flung as Ireland and Hong Kong, as well as rising designer maker stars from the West Midlands. 

This year Brilliantly Birmingham is profiling the stunning work of Birmingham City University graduate Sally Collins, her ‘Hybrid’ piece (above) took over 400 hours to produce and retails at £3,200. Sally, who is 24 years old and originally from Leicester, graduated this year and was awarded a distinction in her MA in Silversmithing, Jewellery and Related Product 

from the School of Jewellery.  Revered by renowned jewellery critic Jorunn Veiteberg*, her work explores the evolution of ornamentation and recycled materials. Her collection ‘Make Do and Mend’, features a range of jewellery from second-hand fabric, crochet, lace, heat treated copper and gold- plated elements.
A programme of associated exhibitions, one off events and workshops and seminars will accompany FLUX including: 

Seminars, taking place at Birmingham City University’s School of Jewellery

Tuesday 2 December: All That Glitters – A discussion surrounding ethics and fair trade within the jewellery industry with Lucy Siegle, Ethical Living Columnist for The Observer, Sharon Walker, journalist and head of URTH ethical gold suppliers and jewellery designer to the stars, Stephen Webster.

Tuesday 9 December: Fetish Fashion – Explores the blurred lines between fetish and fashion with the novelist Kathy Lette, journalist and television presenter, Kate Spicer and fashion designer, Paul Seville.
Open Studios, venues across The Jewellery Quarter 

Visit the studios where unique hand-made jewellery has been designed and made for centuries for an intimate look behind the scenes.

Walks in the Quarter

Local historian, Chris Upton’s annual walks around the Jewellery Quarter have achieved almost cult status. Uncovering the amazing history surrounding the area that’s steeped in jewellery heritage, the walks are always over-subscribed. 

Susan McNally, Brilliantly Birmingham Project Manager, said: “Brilliantly Birmingham has grown into a significant showcase for designer makers with the standard of submitted work increasing year on year. In our ninth year we are proud to have become a regular and welcome fixture in the calendar and synonymous with innovative, emerging jewellery design.”

Councillor Ray Hassall, Cabinet Member for Leisure, Sport and Culture, added: “Birmingham City Council is delighted to be celebrating the city’s thriving jewellery heritage by supporting Brilliantly Birmingham. The festival provides emerging designer makers with a platform to promote their talents – as well as the city to an international audience.”

Lara Ratnaraja, Sector Development Director Creative Cultural and Digital Business Link West Midlands said: “Brilliantly Birmingham showcases the creative talents and some of the most innovative design in the city to an ever growing audience. We look forward to celebrating a decade of Brilliantly Birmingham next year.”

For detailed listings and information about events, venues and participating designer makers, visit www.brilliantlybirmingham.com or call 0121 464 1187.  

-ends-

For further media information, images of jewellery and interview requests, please contact:

Jo Green or Lucy Allen at S&X Media, 0121 604 6366

jo@sx-media.com lucy@sx-media.com 

Notes to editors:

Brilliantly Birmingham partner venues include:

Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery

BCU School of Jewellery

James Newman

Sara Preisler

Museum of the Jewellery Quarter

Symphony Hall

*Jorunn Veiteberg has worked as a critic, curator and head of arts in Norwegian Broadcasting/Television and has been editor-in-chief of ”Kunsthåndverk” since 1998. Besides a range of scholarships she was awarded the Torsten och Wanja Söderberg’s Nordic design Prize as critic/writer in 

1999. She is currently Professor of art/craft theory at Bergen National Academy of the Arts and Oslo National Academy of the Arts. Author of the book Craft in Transition, 2005, published by Bergen National Academy of the Arts.
Updated information: 

1.
 Business Link West Midlands  provides impartial and expert information, support and advice needed to help businesses develop and make them more successful. Business Link can help companies to improve business performance, making it easier to move businesses forward, no matter what stage they are at. For more information call 0845 113 1234 http://www.businesslink.gov.uk
2.
The Jewellery Quarter Regneration Partnership's objectives are to drive forward the regeneration  of  the Quarter, and in doing so, fulfil the vision of a regionally significant creative village which not only attracts people to work, live, play and visit but acts as a honey pot for creative businesses, ranging from jewellery to arts and media. For more info visitwww.birmingham.gov.uk/jq orwww.jewelleryquarter.net after 19th November or call 0121 464 1186.
3.
The Crafts Council is the national development agency for contemporary British craft.  Our goal along with our sister organisations in Scotland and Wales, is to position the United Kingdom as the prime location to make, see and to collect contemporary craft.  The Crafts Council champions high quality contemporary craft practice nationally and internationally and aims both to increase and to diversify the audience for it, thereby building a strong economic infrastructure in which it can flourish.  For further information about the Crafts Council, its activities and support programmes please go to www.craftscouncil.org.uk or call 020 7278 7700

4.
Weston Beamor, which was founded in 1947, was the first company in the UK to offer lost wax casting to the jewellery industry. Since that time it has remained at the forefront of its field and has continued to expand and to innovate. It now offers a comprehensive, reliable and high quality casting service to customers, including manufacturers, goldsmiths and jewellery designers throughout the UK and continental Europe. Weston Beamor cast daily in all precious metals, specialising in 18ct golds and platinum

5.
Cookson Precious Metals is a leading supplier of fabricated precious metals (primarily gold, silver and platinum) to the jewellery industry in the US, UK, France and Spain. Products include alloy materials, semi-finished jewellery components and finished jewellery.
Photo caption

 A hybrid piece by featured jewellery artist Sally Collins who has been selected to represent this year's Brilliantly Birmingham campaign
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